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This is Emily



(Sadly, Emily’s part of Trafalgar Street isn’t there anymore - it was knocked down in 1963 to make space for some flats)

Emily was born on 
Tuesday 27th June 1920 at 54 Trafalgar Street, Walworth.



Emily

(Isn’t it strange that Mary and Arthur called their first two children Mary and Arthur. That happened a lot in those days.)

Emily lived with her Mum and Dad, her big brother Arthur, her big 
sisters, Mary and Margaret and her little sister Kathleen.



The front room at 54 Trafalgar Street was called ‘the parlour’. 
It was a very special room and Emily was only allowed to go in there on 
Sundays. It was where they kept the piano.



(The Roebuck was situated at 47 Trafalgar Street)

Opposite Emily’s 
house there was a pub called The Roebuck. Sometimes 
Emily’s Mum and Dad would go there to meet their friends. 
Emily and her little sister, Kathleen, would sit outside with a glass of 
lemonade because in those days children weren’t allowed in the pub.



When Emily 
was 5 she went to 
Sandford Row 
School.



In the summer Emily 
loved going to the 
seaside with her Mum 
and Dad. They would 
go in a charabanc 
(sharra-bang) 
and have fish 
and chips 
on the beach.



Emily left Sandford Row School 
when she was 14.
The school is still there at the end of Trafalgar Street.



After school she went 
to work in a handbag 
factory. To get there 
she went on a tram that 
went up the Walworth 
Road to the Elephant 
and Castle.



When Emily was 
19 she married 
Victor. They 
got married in 
St.Peter’s Church 
in Liverpool 
Grove. They were 
happy but it was 
also a sad time 
because a war had 
just started and 
Victor had to join 
the army.



Victor and Emily had three children, Vicki, Peter and Jennifer.



Emily lived a long and happy life. 
She often talked about growing up in 

Trafalgar Street. She was very proud 
to have come from Walworth. 

When she thought about her life there 
she would always say....

‘Happy Days!’
I guess you’re wondering how I know all this...

Emily and her younger sister, 
Kathleen, outside 

No54 Trafalgar Street



Emily was my Nan!



Emily and her sisters 
used to sing a song about being
 a Walworth girl...

‘We are the Walworth girls,
We are the Walworth girls.
We know our manners,
Spend all our tanners,
We are respected wherever we go.
When we’re walking down 
the Old Kent Road,
All the windows open wide,
All the boys begin to cry,
‘Here come the Walworth girls!’



Themes for the Foundation Stage 
and Key Stage 1 
These themes are intended to help teachers think about 
ways they can develop some historical work with children 
in the Early Years. This is complex because children of 
this age do not yet have a concept of time over years 
and may still be measuring time by the ‘number of 
sleeps’ and the concepts of yesterday and tomorrow 
may not be fully developed. I will never forget when 
my four year old asked my mother-in-law if there 
were dinosaurs around when she was a little girl. She 
replied, ‘Well, I’m old but not that old!’ To him it 
was all a ‘long time ago’. My hope is that these 
themes will give you the tools to begin to help 
children understand the idea of a 
‘long time ago’ and not so long ago.



 The local area and maps 

l	 If your school is near to the Walworth Road you could walk around the area and look for the 
places that are in the book. 

l	 Look at simple maps of the area around your school. You could ‘pin’ where the children live. 
l	 Can you find pictures of the local area, or your school, from the past. Can the children 

identify differences between now and then? 
l	 Churches and places of worship: explore places of religious significance around your school.

Transport 
l	 Emily used buses and trams to travel locally and a charabanc to go further. What is a tram? 

What is a charabanc? How do we get around locally and further away?

Special days and holidays 
l	 Emily was born on a Tuesday, do you know what day of the week you were born on? (You can 

ask Alexa!) Understanding the days of the week helps children to understand the passing of 
time and is therefore an important foundation for beginning to understand history.

l	 Emily got very excited about her day trips to the seaside 
 and that was all the holiday they had. Where do you go 
 on holiday? How do you get there? What do you do 
 when you are on holiday?
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Early Learning Goal: 
Past and Present

Children at the expected level of 
development will:

l	 Talk about the lives of the people 
around them and their roles in 
society.

l	 Know some similarities and 
differences between things in the 
past and now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been 
read in class.

l Understand the past through 
settings, characters and events 
encountered in books read in 
class and storytelling.



Then and now...
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Family Trees 
Children often fill in family trees with ‘Me, Mummy, Daddy, Granny, Grandpa, Nanna and 
Gramps’ but who are these people, what are their names? Children often insist that Mummy’s 
name is Mummy and they are often shocked to discover that Mummy does indeed have a 
name!

l	 Who is in your family?
l	 What are your parents names? Where were 

they born? How old are they?
l	 What year were you born in?
l	 Grandparents: Where do they live? 

Where were they born? What are their 
names? Who were their parents? 

l	 Can you draw your family tree? (keep it 
simple - parents and grandparents). 

l	 Can you make a collection of photos of 
family members from the past? What 
did Mummy and Daddy look like when 
they were children? 

l	 Our names are very important. What 
is your full name? Do you sometimes 
get called by a different name?

l	 Perhaps you can make a collection 
of family photos and other special 
things and keep them in a memory  
box.
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